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Pediatric readiness improving in EDs but work remains
by Katherine E. Remick, M.D., FAAP

U.S. emergency departments (EDs) 
are more prepared to care for children 
than they were 10 years ago, yet 
additional efforts are needed to ensure 
every child has the right care at the right 
place at the right time. 

The National Pediatric Readiness 
Project conducted a national assessment 
of ED readiness for children as measured 
by compliance with Guidelines to Care for 
Children in the Emergency Department. 
The guidelines were developed in 2009 
by the Academy, American College of 
Emergency Physicians (ACEP) and the 
Emergency Nurses Association (ENA) 
and have been endorsed by 22 other 
organizations.

The web-based assessment of 4,137 EDs (representing nearly 
83% of all U.S. EDs) showed the average pediatric readiness 
score increased to nearly 70 out of 100 in 2013 compared to a 
median score of 55 in a 2003 survey (Gausche-Hill M, et al. JAMA 
Pediatr. April 13, 2015,  http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.
aspx?articleid=2214165). 

The national assessment was based on six of the seven major sections 
of the guidelines, including administration and coordination; 
physicians, nursing and other health care providers who staff the 
ED; quality improvement; patient safety; policies, procedures and 
protocols; and equipment, supplies and medications.

Thus, pediatric readiness is about ensuring a larger foundation 
is in place to care for children, not just equipment and supplies.

While all aspects of readiness are 
critical, the presence of a pediatric 
emergency care coordinator was strongly 
correlated with improved pediatric 
readiness, independent of other factors, 
according to the assessment.

Overal l ,  EDs have 91% of 
recommended pediatric equipment 
readily available. In addition, ED staff 
are universally trained on the location 
of pediatric equipment and use a pre-
calculated chart, length-based tool 
or medical software to ensure proper 
sizing of resuscitation equipment and 
proper dosing of medications.

However, the national assessment 
also identified the following gaps:

•  only 48% of EDs had physician pediatric emergency care 
coordinators, and 59% had nurse pediatric emergency care 
coordinators;

•  47% of EDs had a disaster plan that addresses issues specific 
to the care of children;

•  45% of EDs had a quality improvement process for children, 
and only 58% of those had defined pediatric-specific metrics;

•  15% of EDs lacked one or more pieces of equipment, such as 
pediatric Magill forceps for removal of airway foreign bodies; 
and

•  81% of EDs reported barriers to guidelines implementation, 
namely cost of training personnel (54%) and lack of educational 
resources (49%).

The Academy, ACEP, ENA and 
the federal Emergency Medical 
Services for Children (EMSC) 
program are collaborating to 
promote efforts that improve 
pediatric readiness.

All EDs that participated in the 
national assessment were given 
a weighted pediatric readiness 
score and gap analysis to help 
identify needs. Resources to assist 
with improving overall readiness, 
including policy templates, an 
interfacility guidelines toolkit, and 
the Checklist of Essential Pediatric 
Domains and Considerations 
for Every Hospital’s Disaster 

A national assessment of emergency departments 
(EDs) found the average “pediatric readiness” score 
of most EDs increased to 70 out of 100 in 2013, 
compared to 55 in 2003.

 at Amer Acad of Pediatrics on May 26, 2015http://aapnews.aappublications.org/Downloaded from 

http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2214165
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2214165
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/


RESOURCES
•  National Pediatric Readiness Project, www.

pediatricreadiness.org/

•  2009 joint policy statement Guidelines for Care of 
Children in the Emergency Department, http://bit.
ly/1GUtcNM

•  Guidelines for the Care for Children in the Emergency 
Department checklist, bit.ly/1JkMk7O

•  EMSC webinars, including Quality Improvement to 
Maximize Pediatric Emergency Care, www.emscnrc.
org/Events/Webinars.aspx

•  Information for parents on emergency planning, bit.
ly/1E243wq

Preparedness Policies are available from the Pediatric Readiness 
Toolkit (www.pediatricreadiness.org). State and national results 
also can be found here. 

In addition, the EMSC program has hosted and archived 
informational webinars such as Quality Improvement to Maximize 
Pediatric Emergency Care. 

EMS for Children State Partnership grantees are working 
with hospitals in their states and providing resources to assist in 
improving pediatric readiness. States will be establishing champion 
teams to serve as resources for hospital EDs. Teams will include 
representatives from state and chapter leaders of the Academy, 
ACEP and ENA. 

Some states have implemented pediatric facility recognition 
programs that help identify resources for children and ensure 
ongoing readiness through onsite verification processes. Recently, 
the AAP Arizona Chapter collaborated with the Arizona EMS 
for Children Program to develop a voluntary pediatric facility 
recognition program (www.azaap.org/Pediatric_Prepared_
Emergency). Other states, including California, Delaware, Illinois, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma and Tennessee, have similar programs, and 
some have been linked to improved outcomes (www.luhs.org/
depts/emsc/pre_post_edap_rates_web.pdf ). 

Corporate hospital networks, such as Hospital Corporation of 
America and Kaiser, also are following suit.

Pediatricians play an important role in promoting pediatric 
readiness through increasing awareness and advocacy within their 
communities. It is important that families are educated on choosing 
emergency care that will best serve their children. Pediatricians also 
can facilitate state efforts by serving on their state EMSC advisory 
council.

The goal of the pediatric readiness initiative is to ensure that 
every child in the U.S., regardless of geographic location, has access 
to high-quality emergency care. Thus, rather than transporting 
children away from their medical homes, the National Pediatric 
Readiness Project hopes to bolster EDs within communities 
through education and awareness.

Dr. Remick is a member of the AAP Section on 
Emergency Medicine, chair of the section’s National 
Pediatric Readiness Project Special Interest Group and 
liaison from the National Association of Emergency 
Medical Technicians to the AAP Committee on 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine.

 at Amer Acad of Pediatrics on May 26, 2015http://aapnews.aappublications.org/Downloaded from 

http://www.pediatricreadiness.org/
http://www.pediatricreadiness.org/
http://bit.ly/1GUtcNM
http://bit.ly/1GUtcNM
http://bit.ly/1JkMk7O
http://www.emscnrc.org/Events/Webinars.aspx
http://www.emscnrc.org/Events/Webinars.aspx
http://bit.ly/1E243wq
http://bit.ly/1E243wq
http://www.pediatricreadiness.org
http://www.azaap.org/Pediatric_Prepared_Emergency
http://www.azaap.org/Pediatric_Prepared_Emergency
http://www.luhs.org/depts/emsc/pre_post_edap_rates_web.pdf
http://www.luhs.org/depts/emsc/pre_post_edap_rates_web.pdf
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/


DOI: 10.1542/aapnews.2015366-30
2015;36;30AAP News 

Katherine E. Remick
Pediatric readiness improving in EDs but work remains

Services
Updated Information &

http://aapnews.aappublications.org/content/36/6/30
including high resolution figures, can be found at: 

Subspecialty Collections

_development_sub
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/practice-based_learning_-
Practice-Based Learning & Development
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/emergency_medicine_sub
Emergency Medicine
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/medical_education_sub
Medical Education
collection(s): 
This article, along with others on similar topics, appears in the following

Permissions & Licensing

http://aapnews.aappublications.org/site/misc/Permissions.xhtml
entirety can be found online at: 
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures, tables) or in its

Reprints
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/site/misc/reprints.xhtml
Information about ordering reprints can be found online: 

 at Amer Acad of Pediatrics on May 26, 2015http://aapnews.aappublications.org/Downloaded from 

http://http://aapnews.aappublications.org/content/36/6/30
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/medical_education_sub
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/emergency_medicine_sub
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/practice-based_learning_-_development_sub
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/collection/practice-based_learning_-_development_sub
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/site/misc/Permissions.xhtml
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/site/misc/reprints.xhtml
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/


DOI: 10.1542/aapnews.2015366-30
2015;36;30AAP News 

Katherine E. Remick
Pediatric readiness improving in EDs but work remains

 http://aapnews.aappublications.org/content/36/6/30
the World Wide Web at: 

The online version of this article, along with updated information and services, is located on

Copyright © 2015 by the American Academy of Pediatrics. All rights reserved. Print ISSN: 1073-0397. 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 141 Northwest Point Boulevard, Elk Grove Village, Illinois, 60007.
been published continuously since 1948. AAP News is owned, published, and trademarked by the 
AAP News is the official journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics. A monthly publication, it has

 at Amer Acad of Pediatrics on May 26, 2015http://aapnews.aappublications.org/Downloaded from 

http://aapnews.aappublications.org/content/36/6/30
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/

