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Social Networking Analysis Results – Survey 1 

Background 

What is a social networking analysis? 

Social networking analysis is a way of looking at social relationships in terms of network theory. It 
looks at individuals within a network and the ties that they have to others in the network (for 
example – across the TREKK network or within an institution or hospital). 

When was this survey done and who participated? 

In the spring of 2014, we developed this survey under the guidance of Dr. Janet Curran (Dalhousie 
University; IWK Health Centre). It was shared with our reps at 37 TREKK sites and they were asked 
to share it with their colleagues working in general emergency departments across Canada. We plan 
to repeat the survey in the winter of 2015 so that we can see whether or not the TREKK network or 
the relationships in it have changed. 

Why did TREKK do a social networking analysis? 

The objectives of this survey were to:  
1) Determine the directions that information is flowing and the pattern of knowledge sharing 

between the rural, urban and community emergency departments 
2) Determine whether the information flow changes during the duration of the TREKK initiative 
3) Identify ‘opinion leaders’ and local knowledge brokers of the Network and redirect these 

identified knowledge brokers to isolated individuals within the Network who are seeking 
advice and information 

 
What questions were asked? 
Along with a few basic demographic questions (name, role & work institution), we asked the 
following networking questions: 

1) In the past two months, please list all the people you went to for advice/information about 
managing the care of children in the emergency department (name, location, discipline, 
role)?  

2) In the past two months, please list all the people who sought your advice/information about 
managing the care of children in the emergency department (name, location, discipline, 
role)?  

3) In the past two months, with whom did you formally share information regarding pediatric 
emergency practice (name, location, discipline, role)? 

4) How did you share this information (email, presentation, phone, informal conversation, 
meeting, rounds, other)? 
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Results                                                               

Participant demographics 

 Of the 162 respondents who started the survey, data from 70 was used in this analysis 

 There were 223 people named in the TREKK network analysis (including those who did not 
fill out the survey but were named by participants)  

 Network members came from a total of 62 locations across 9 provinces and 1 territory 

 Of locations identified, 26 were TREKK sites representing 70% of all TREKK sites 

 Of those named in the analysis, the primary discipline was medicine/pediatric medicine 
(46%), nursing (26%) and clinician (18%) 

 Other disciplines identified included management, researcher, clinical educator, 
pharmacology, social work, nursing pediatrics and orthopaedic medicine 

 

Network analyses 

 Analyses were done for different networks including one for each question, as well as for 
the whole network where all questions were combined and analyses done by certain 
variables (e.g. role, locations, province, etc.) 

 Although some groups are made up of primarily all one profession (eg – all nurses or 
physicians), others cross between professions and represent interdisciplinary groups 

 Most nodes are connecting within a geographic region which speaks to the importance of 
TREKKs role as a national voice for pediatric emergency medicine  

 There are some sites connected to our analysis that are neither PERC or TREKK sites 
suggesting that some TREKK knowledge and content has expanded beyond our immediate 
network – these sites may serve as good candidates for expansion 

 Sharing information - 40% reported sharing information via informal conversation, 23% 
shared via phone, 12% via email and 9% via presentation 

 Overall, TREKK is still a fairly divided network – particularly by geographic region and often 
by profession 

 
Next steps 

 TREKK identified one potential knowledge broker through this analysis and has reached out 
to this individual to explore if they are interested in engaging with TREKK 

 The survey will be implemented for a second time in April 2015 with the addition of 4 
evaluative questions around awareness of TREKK and use of TREKK resources 

 Results for the second survey will be compared to these results in order to look at the 
changes to the TREKK network over the past year 

 

 
 
For more information, please contact: 
TREKK Central Admin team – 204-975-7744 or trekk@chrim.ca 
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